110                     SHORT STORIES

So he proceeded to the palace with just one horse-
man as guard. Having sent the Yuvaraja towards
the palace Jagadeva rushed to the front of the
defending troops again and set them on to fight
the enemy with redoubled vigour.

The Yuvaraja came up to the palace at great
speed. Dismounting from his horse he walked
towards the apartments of his wife. The servants
noticed this and said that she was not there and that
his mother and his wife had gone somewhere for
shelter. They could not say where they had gone.
The chief of tfre palace guard knew, but at the
moment he was not there. It was not possible,
hearing what the servants said, to guess where
the ladies had gone for shelter. Could they have
gone to the village on the hill ? "It is possible,
sire," said the servants. " It is possible that they
moved in the other direction to mislead any
enemies that might be watching/'

The tumult near the entrance to the fort
seemed to increase, A horseman came with a
message from the commander-in-chief asking that
the palace guard should protect the person of the
Yuvaraja. The Yuvaraja did not know what to
do* He thought that his mother and wife should
have gone to the hill. Where else could they go ?
So he himself started to go up.